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Cover [image - color] 
 
Cover Page and Front Matter (3 pages) 
 
Acknowledgments (estimated 2 pages, 5 color logos) 
 
Preface (estimated 5-8 pages) 
 Water Trail Development 
 Canals in New York State 

A Brief History of the Erie Canal 
Earliest components of the canal system [image] 
The NYS Barge Canal 
The NYS Canal System 
 Main branches and Feeder Canals, etc. [map] 
 Canal Features and Structures, etc. 

The New York State Canal Corporation 
 Mission 
The Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor 
 Purpose 
The Erie Canalway Heritage Fund, Inc. 
 Mission 
  Preserve our extraordinary heritage 
  Promote the Corridor as a world-class tourism destination 
  Foster vibrant Communities connected by more than 500 miles of 

waterway 
Corridor Programs 

   New York State Canalway Water Trail 
 Organization of this Guide 
 
Table of Contents (estimated 1-3 pages) 
 
Trail Connectivity (estimated 10-15 pages) 
 National Trails System [map] 

National Water Trails 
  Heritage Water Trails 
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  National Scenic Trails (NST) 
  National Historic Trails (NHT) 
  National Recreation Trails (NRT) 
 New York State Water Trails 
  New York State Heritage Trails 
 Direct-Connect Regional Water Trails [map] 
  Hudson River Greenway Water Trail (NRT) 
  Hudson River Water Trail 
  Lake Champlain Paddlers’ Trail 
  Paddles Up Niagara Trail 
  Triple Divide Water Trail 
 Direct-Connect Lateral Canals [map] 
  Chenango Canal Group 
  Black River Canal Group 
  Oneida Canal 
  Genesee Canal 

Direct-Connect Abandoned Canals [map] 
  Old Erie Canal State Historic Park 
  Camillus Erie Canal Park 
  Vischer Ferry Preserve 
  Old Oswego Canal near Fulton 
  Old Champlain Canal – Waterford 
  Glens Falls Feeder Canal 
 Through-Connect Regional Water Trails [map] 
  Northern Forest Canoe Trail 
  Nine Mile Creek Water Trail 
  New York City Water Trail 
  Bronx-River Blueway (NRT) 
  Raquette River Blueway Corridor 

Direct-Connect with Land-based Trails [map] 
  New York Empire State Trail 
  Erie Canalway Trail 
  Champlain Canal Towpath 
  North Country National Scenic Trail 
  Zim Smith Trail (NRT) 
  Hudson River Greenway (NRT) 
  Feeder Canal Towpath Trail (NRT) 

Other Trails (National, State, Regional, Local) 
 
Places and Features (see Hudson River Guide; estimated 20-25 pages) 
 Resources and Information 
  New York State Canal Corporation [map] 
   Canal Information (How Organized, Overview Maps, Maps & Charts) 

Interactive Maps 
  Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor [map] 
   Interactive Maps 
   Travel Itineraries 
  Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area 
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   Interactive Maps 
  Champlain Valley National Heritage Area 

Niagara Falls National Heritage Area 
National Parks 
 SARA, FOST, WORI, THRI, etc. [images] 
State Parks 
Partner Sites 

 How the Guide Works 
  Site Descriptions 

Type of Site (Icon?), Name, Road/Google Address, Mile Marker, 
N/S/E/W, Lat./Long., and normal overhead clearance (if applicable). 
Ideally, two paragraphs about each site including: a paragraph in 
narrative form that includes Type of Site, verbal location and 
description, available parking, restroom and potable water 
availability, storage facilities, driving directions, telephone number, 
URL, etc. A second paragraph that conveys special characteristics of 
the site and why a paddler would want to utilize or visit the site (if 
applicable). 

  Types of Sites (within ¼ Mile of Trail) 
Access (Launches, Ramps, Landings, Beaches, Docks, Piers,  

Anchorages, Harbors, Ports, Marinas, Yacht and Boat Clubs, Slips, 
Basins, etc.)  

Navigational Aids (Markers, buoys, lighthouses, signage, etc.) 
Locks and Notable Canal Infrastructure 
Heritage Sites (Historic Sites, Cultural Sites, Bridges, Factories, Silos,  

etc.) 
Facilities and Provisions (Parks, Designated Picnic Areas,  

Campgrounds, Lodging, Stores, Restaurants, etc.) 
Municipalities (Cities, Towns, Villages, Hamlets) 
Trail Connectivity and Recreational Opportunities (Trail heads,  

Parking Lots, Liveries, etc.) 
Markers and Signage [images] 
Landscape (Islands, Rocks, Jetties, Points, Hooks, Bluffs, etc.)  
Waterscape (Rivers, Streams, Kils, Creeks, Bays, Inlets, Coves, Spits,  

Flats, Marshes, Wetlands, Preserves, etc.) 
Hazards! (Spillways, Falls, Power Facilities, etc.) 

 
 Paddling on the Canal System  (estimated 15-25 pages) 

Canal Season 
Navigational Charts [map image] 

Scale and Distance 
   Rules of the Road (and Water) 
    Right-of-Way 
    Wakes and No-Wake Zones 
    Requesting or Providing Assistance 

Locking Through 
   Communicating with Lock Tenders 
    Radio (Marine 13) 



 

4 
 

Telephone Numbers 
    Whistles and Horns 
   Portaging, Hauling Out and Tying Up 
    Rip Rap and Armored Shoreline [image] 
    Approach Walls [image] 
    Lock Walls and Ladders [image] 
    Beaches [image] 

  Preparing for Your Trip 
   Where to Paddle 

Which Direction do we Paddle ? 
Deciding on Trip Duration 

   Trip Itineraries 
    Day Trips 
    Multi-Day/ Overnight Trips 
     Accommodations 
      Camping (Authorization from NYSCC) 
       “Leave No Trace” ethic 
      Hotels and Lodging 
   Equipment Considerations 
    Non-motorized Water Craft 
     Kayaks 
     Canoes 
     Stand-Up Paddleboards (SUPs) 
     Rowing Craft 
    Gear 
     Paddle Gear 
     Clothing 
     Safety and First Aid 
     Maps, Charts and Navigation Equipment 
     Camping gear 
    Provisions 

Filing a Float Plan 
 Float Plan example [image] 

 
Water Trail Sites (List all Sites here; estimated 230 pages – estimated 120 pages site  

  Content [including “inset” stories], 110 pages maps) 
 The Erie Canal (340 miles) [map] 
 The Champlain Canal (60 miles) [map] 

The Oswego Canal (24 miles) [map] 
 The Cayuga-Seneca Canal (17 miles + Cayuga and Seneca Lakes @ 83 miles) [map] 
  

• “Inset” stories are small (1-2 pages) factual pieces on topics of interest within 
the Corridor. These number, content and scope will be determined in 
consultation with ECHF/ECNHC staff. Topics may include: profiles of the four 
National Parks within the Corridor, a profile of the Community of Rome, etc. 

 
Enjoying Your Trip (estimated 15-20 pages) 

Heritage Sites and Historic Properties 



 

5 
 

Canal Sites and Infrastructure 
Trail Connectivity and Recreational Opportunities 

Water Trails and Paddling 
Land Trails and Hiking 
Wildlife Viewing and Photography 
Fishing 
Swimming and Water-based Recreation 
 Water Health and Monitoring Water Quality 

Natural Resources and Geologic Features 
Flora and Fauna 
Habitats and Ecosystems 
Rocks and Relief 
Islands 
Prevailing Currents 

 
Resources for the Paddler (estimated 5 pages) 
 Agencies 
 Organizations 
 
General References (estimated 5 pages) 
 
About the Erie Canalway Heritage Fund, Inc. (estimated 5 pages) 
 
Appendices (estimated 4-9 pages) 
 
Index (estimated 10 pages) 
Total number of estimated: 330-365 pages total including: 
 
             110 maps (most generated from Nav. Charts) 
             15-30 images (1 color, incl. photos and renderings) 
             5 Logos (5 color) 
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Proposed Site Profiles: 
 
Erie Canal 
[Icon] Launch/ Site Name, 300 N (Mile Marker No., side of canal), Street Address,  Lat-Long, 
Overhead Clearance/ Phone number/ Lock No./ Vertical Lift/  Site No. 
Description including narrative, municipality, type of launch or site, condition of launch or site, public or 
private, overnight or day use, available parking, facilities (camping, toilets, showers, potable water, 
electricity/ charging station, picnic amenities, boat and gear lockers, etc.), hours of operation, directions to 
nearby facilities or sites of interest.  
 
Lock No., Municipality 
 
Bridge No., Bridge Name, Carries Road, Municipality 
 
Heritage Site Name, Street Address/ Phone number, etc. 
 
 
 
 
Oswego Canal 
[Icon] Site Name, 300 N (MM, side of canal), Street Address,  Lat-Long, Overhead Clearance/ Phone 
number/ Lock No./ Vertical Lift/  Site No. 
Description including Narrative, municipality, type of launch or site, condition of launch or site, public or 
private, overnight or day use, available parking, facilities (camping, toilets, showers, potable water, 
electricity/ charging station, picnic amenities, boat and gear lockers, etc.), hours of operation, directions to 
nearby facilities or sites of interest.  
 
 
 
 
Cayuga-Seneca Canal (and Cayuga and Seneca Lakes) 
[Icon] Site Name, 300 N (MM, side of canal), Street Address,  Lat-Long, Overhead Clearance/ Phone 
number/ Lock No./ Vertical Lift/  Site No. 
Description including Narrative, municipality, type of launch or site, condition of launch or site, public or 
private, overnight or day use, available parking, facilities (camping, toilets, showers, potable water, 
electricity/ charging station, picnic amenities, boat and gear lockers, etc.), hours of operation, directions to 
nearby facilities or sites of interest.  
 
 
 
 
Champlain Canal 
[How do we address the Sites previously listed for the Champlain and parts of the Erie – from Albany to 
Waterford?] 
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